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Challenges in Cambodia

Cambodia has an unfortunate history in which people’s lives 
were destroyed progressively and exponentially as successive 
regimes gained and then lost power following Cambodia’s 
independence from France in 1953. During the Khmer Rouge 
regime between 1975 and 1978, and the 13 years of civil 
unrest that followed, the Cambodian people were subjected 
to extreme violation of their rights and genocide. 

At least 1.5 million Cambodians died under the Khmer Rouge 
regime. Forcefully evacuated from their homes and separated 
from their families, Cambodians continue to suffer from long 
periods of starvation, forced labour and extreme hardship. 

After more than two decades of civil war, Cambodia has 
become one of the poorest and least developed countries in 
South-East Asia, with low adult literacy and high drop out and 
repetition rates in primary and secondary schools. 

Classroom of Hope has adopted UNICEF’s Child-Friendly School 
(CFS) model which is founded on the principle that schools 
should operate in the best interest of the child. Educational 
environments must be safe, healthy and protective, endowed 
with trained teachers, adequate resources and appropriate 
physical, emotional and social conditions for learning. Learning 
environments must be a haven for children to learn and grow, 
with innate respect for their identities and various needs. 
The CFS model promotes inclusiveness, gender-sensitivity, 
tolerance, dignity and personal empowerment. 

•	 The school is a significant personal and social environment in the lives of its students. A child-friendly school ensures every child is educated in an 
environment that is physically safe, emotionally secure and psychologically enabling.

•	 Teachers are the single most important factor in creating an effective and inclusive classroom.
•	 Children are natural learners, but this capacity to learn can be undermined and sometimes destroyed. A child-friendly school recognises, 

encourages and supports children’s growing capacities as learners by providing a school culture, teaching behaviours and curriculum content that 
are focused on learning and the learner.

•	 The ability of a school to be and to call itself child-friendly is directly linked to the support, participation and collaboration it receives from families.
•	 Child-friendly schools aim to develop a learning environment in which children are motivated and able to learn. Staff members are friendly and 

welcoming to children and attend to all their health and safety needs.

Why Develop Child-Friendly Schools?
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What is a Child-Friendly School?



We develop “smartnerships” with best practice local NGOs 
who have the vision, drive and community standing to create 
change. Empowering locals creates positive change. As projects 
progress, and all the way through to completion,  
we create proof of impact reports for our donors with updates, 
photos and GPS co-ordinates on Google maps. 

Our Model
We partner with local non-governmental organisations (NGO)

CAD has been implementing Child-Friendly Schools (CFS) in Battambang, Cambodia since 
2013. In addition to Child-Friendly Schools, CAD also implements programs which are 
directed at reducing child labour, increasing education and providing low socio-economic 
families with income generation and sustainable livelihoods. CAD raises awareness and 
provides training in parenting skills and children’s rights within the community to benefit 
every child, in order for them reach their full potential.

About Our NGO Partner in Cambodia
Children’s Action for Development

Approach and Activities

CAD and COH work together to identify schools which we can develop to become 
Child-Friendly over a three year period.  Once schools are selected, CAD works 
closely with the District Office of Education and the Provincial Office of Education 
to monitor progress and facilitate workshops and training. Since children have 
the right to be fully prepared to become active and productive citizens, their 
learning must be linked to the wider community. For this reason, CAD and COH are 
dedicated to building a strong partnership between schools and the community.  
The CFS model compensates for any shortcomings in the home and community 
that might make it difficult for children to enroll in school, attend regularly and 
succeed in their studies. For example, if there is a food shortage in the community, 
school-feeding programs can provide children with the nutrition they so critically 
need and the incentive to stay in school and get an education. As part of the CFS 
program CAD also distributes scholarships to children in need, recruits and trains 
community teachers, provides health referrals, establishes child-to-child mentoring 
networks, forms student council groups, carries out infrastructure improvements 
including, classroom enhancements, clean water and sanitation, installs bio-
gardens and playgrounds and provides teacher training.  
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Budget
Each child-friendly school costs between $12,000 USD - $20,000 USD per year over 
a three year period from beginning to completion.  


