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Challenges in Cambodia

Cambodia has an unfortunate history in which people’s lives 
were destroyed progressively and exponentially as successive 
regimes gained and then lost power following Cambodia’s 
independence from France in 1953. During the Khmer Rouge 
regime between 1975 and 1978, and the 13 years of civil 
unrest that followed, the Cambodian people were subjected 
to extreme violation of their rights and genocide. 

At least 1.5 million Cambodians died under the Khmer Rouge 
regime. Forcefully evacuated from their homes and separated 
from their families, Cambodians continue to suffer from long 
periods of starvation, forced labour and extreme hardship. 

After more than two decades of civil war, Cambodia has 
become one of the poorest and least developed countries in 
South-East Asia, with low adult literacy and high drop out and 
repetition rates in primary and secondary schools. 

About STEM4Women
STEM4Women seeks to empower vulnerable girls and women 
from disadvantaged families to participate in Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math (STEM) studies in 2-year tertiary vocational 
degrees in educational institutions in Cambodia and Thailand. These 
women are studying at Passerelles Numériques in Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia, Buriram College of Agriculture and Technology (BCAT), 
and Buriram Technical College in Thailand. Their majors include 
Architecture, Plant Science, Food Chemistry, Food Processing, WEP 
Programming, and System Network Administration. 

Empowering young vulnerable girls and young women to access training in STEM is vital to helping them join a growing global movement. 
Of the more than 4,300,000 Cambodian youth aged 15 to 29, about 5% are currently enrolled in tertiary institutions. Of this small group of 
privileged youth, only about 39% are young women. In the STEM disciplines in Cambodian tertiary institutions, there are only 14% women 
compared to 86% men. This disparity is one of the greatest in South-East Asia and compares with 52% female representation in neighbouring 
Thailand and 48% in Malaysia. The STEM4Women Program promotes opportunities for women in these fields, makes tertiary institutions more 
inclusive and leads to change by promoting important role models for female STEM professionals in Cambodian society. 

Why  STEM4Women?
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We develop “smartnerships” with best practice local NGOs 
who have the vision, drive and community standing to create 
change. Empowering locals creates positive change. As projects 
progress, and all the way through to completion,  
we create proof of impact reports for our donors with updates, 
photos and GPS co-ordinates on Google maps. 

Our Model
We partner with local non-governmental organisations (NGO)

Kampuchean Action for Primary Education (KAPE) is the largest local NGO in the 
education sector in Cambodia. We are a nonprofit organization implementing projects 
and research at all levels of the education sector in Cambodia, with beneficiaries in 
primary schools, secondary schools and tertiary programs. Currently direct beneficiaries 
number well over 71,000 children and 1650 school directors and teachers at 165 
schools across 11 provinces.

Approach 
STEM4Women utilises networks developed by KAPE (both in Cambodia and 
Thailand) to provide scholarships and discounts for female STEM scholars. The Thai 
Government provides free tuition and accommodation for selected candidates as 
well as extensive tuition discounts from tertiary and vocational education providers 
in Cambodia. A recruitment and interview process of vulnerable women is conducted 
for placements and scholarships. Career development and soft skill training support 
is provided to each student before and after entry into study including training on 
leadership, communication, problem-solving, writing CVs, and preparing for job 
interviews. As beneficiaries approach graduation, the project organises Employment 
Visibility Events with local employers to ensure high rates of employment.

Budget  
$1500 USD supports a young woman for one year of tertiary education through the 
STEM4Women program at  Buriram College of Agriculture and Technology (BCAT) 
or Buriram Technical College in Thailand. 

$515 USD supports a young woman for one year of tertiary education through the 
STEM4Women program at Passerelles Numériques in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. 
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About Our NGO Partner in Cambodia 
Kampuchean Action for Primary Education (KAPE)


